GMS Band Host Letter

Middle School UIL Concert & Sight Reading Contest


Contest

Holding Area: Choir Room (Percussion equipment to Black Box)

Warm Up: Band Hall

Concert Performance: Auditorium

Sight Reading: Gymnasium

Performance Stage 

Depth: Back wall to Curtain line is 21 feet 6 inches; with the apron extends to 32 feet 9 inches at its center, and 28 feet on the ends. 

Width: 40 feet wide with additional wing space to accommodate large setups. 

*Tuba Placement- Outside of setup balances better than the center
Concession

Pre-Orders: For those that would like to take advantage of it, we will offer two pre-order options. You may choose from:

· Chick fil A- An original chicken sandwich with chips & drink @ $6 per meal

· Domino’s Pizza- Your choice of Pepperoni &/or Cheese pizzas

· All pizzas are larges (8 slices) @ $8 per pizza

· Pre-order drinks to insure that we have enough for your group @ $1 per drink (Coke, Coke Zero, Dr. Pepper, Sprite, Water)

· Click HERE to fill out your pre-order form OR send an email to mtrammel@pngisd.org to place your order.

· If paying by check, please make it payable to “GMS BAC”, our Band Booster Organization. Use the attached invoice to total and submit to your district. 

· PRE-ORDERS due no later than Feb. 28

General: We will also have assorted drinks, candy and snacks available for purchase while supplies last.  All general sale items are $1.00.
Thanks in advance for supporting our concession area. We are using the proceeds from this to benefit the Fine Arts Dept. here at GMS, as all of the FA teachers have given up their classroom space to allow us to host this contest.

Useful Links & Info:
Driving Directions – Coming from the: NORTH (Lumberton area), NORTHEAST (Orange area), WEST (HWY 90), WEST (Baytown Area), SOUTH (Port Arthur area)

Percussion: We will have the following percussion items on hand for use during contest.

· Concert- Bass Drum, Chimes, Orchestral Bells, Marimba, Vibraphone, Xylophone, Timpani (32, 29, 26, 23) 

· Sightreading- Snare/Bass Drum, Bells, Triangle, Tambourine, Crash Cymbals, Timpani 

Percussion Continued…
· Because the Stage and Gym are on opposite ends of the campus we recommend using GMS equipment to SR. If it cannot be carried by hand it will likely be too difficult to transport in a timely fashion.

· In an effort to expedite the sight-reading process, if at all possible we ask that you bring a designated “percussion” person or group to help load your equipment after your Concert Performance. (Great way to get your awesome 2nd Band or Beginner Band students involved.) We will have students available to help with loading your equipment as well.    

ENTRY & EXIT - Competing Bands, Directors and Chaperones


You will be asked to enter at the Van Buren Street side of the campus via the bus lane there. Your assigned monitors will guide you into the holding room from there (percussion will go to the Black Box where monitors will be present), and will remain with you throughout the SR process. As you exit, please do so from the exit doors nearest the gym. The concession area will be available there as you head to the buses. The contest office will be housed in the Library on this end of the campus as well.
Parents, Chaperones and Guests
For directors and parents coming to listen, we will have a separate entrance on the front (Wilson Street) side of the Fine Arts Wing for you. We ask that any chaperones that are not handling equipment also use this entrance. In addition, during all performances we ask that professional concert etiquette be maintained.  
We are honored to serve as your host for UIL Contest this year. If you have any questions or concerns I am an email or phone call away. Unless there’s another ice day… Best of luck to you!

Martin Trammel | mtrammel@pngisd.org | cell: 254-214-8089

Groves Middle School | 5201 Wilson Groves, TX 77619 | 409.962.0225 

Band Hall ext 101


